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Allen-Bradley relay contact output modules use one of the following
relay types:
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Electromechanical relays contain the most economical design for
power applications.  These modules typically can handle line surges
and noise through closed contacts.  Electromechanical relays are not
recommended for low voltage/low current applications.
Electromechanical relays are generally slower than dry-reed relays.
They are not recommended for use in environments with
contaminants such as acid, ammonia, nitrogen, or chlorine (noxious
environments) because they are not hermetically sealed.
Allen-Bradley modules that use electromechanical relays include the
1771-OW, 1771-OW16, 1771-OWN, and 1771-OWNA modules.
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Dry-reed relays are noted for their speed.  These relays are
well-suited for low-voltage, low-power applications.  They are
hermetically sealed and thus offer protection in noxious
environments.  Dry reeds, however, cannot handle surge currents due
to their low-voltage design.  Allen-Bradley modules that use
dry-reed relays are the 1771-OYL and 1771-OZL modules.
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The mercury-wetted relay is a power version of the dry-reed switch.
These relays feature long life and high contact reliability because the
mercury re-coats the contacts on every operation.  Mercury-wetted
relays are also hermetically sealed and have no bounce on outputs
and offer a clean switch.  Of the three types of relays,
mercury-wetted relays are the slowest (10 ms).  ATTENTION: The 
1771-OX module contains mercury-wetted relays. At the end of the  

                                                                equipment's life, it should be collected separately from any unsorted
                                                                                                                                                                                               municipal waste.
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